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"THE AMERICAN" EAGLE:" THE FIRST ENGLISH 
NEWSPAPER PRINTED IN NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

BY ETHAN ALLEN WEAVER. 

The first newspaper in Easton printed in the English lan- 
guage was The American Eagle, the initial number of which 
appeared Friday, May 10, 1799, and was " printed by Sam- 
uel Longcope in Northampton street next door to the sign 
of General Washington." The early numbers displayed 
its name in plain open block type, but beginning with the 
issue of August 8, 1799, the title was emblazoned by an 
eagle perched upon a shield between the principal words 
of the title, which appeared in old English text over the 
motto, " Respect for the authority of our government, com- 
pliance with its laws and acquiescence in its measures are 
duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. 
— Washington." In size it was a folio of four columns to 
a page, and was issued weekly at $2 per year. In his sal- 
utatory the publisher declared that the Eagle would "be 
conducted upon those principles of independent impartiality 
which ought ever to characterize a periodical publication 
which depends for support upon public opinion, and, while 
guided by such principles and governed by pure motives, he 
flatters himself that an enlightened community will afford 
him simple support." 

The Eagle began its career at a period of great political 
excitement in Pennsylvania, — the gubernatorial contest 
which ended in the election of Thomas McKean. It advo- 
cated the election of James Ross, of Pittsburgh, for Gov- 
ernor, and consequently was Eederalistie in its principles. 
Among the local supporters of Chief-Justice McKean for 
Governor were George Wolf, Colonel Nicholas Kern, Jonas 
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Hartzell, Abraham Einker, Thomas MoKeen, Jacob Wey- 
gandt, Sen., Abraham Horn, Valentine "Weaver, the Oden- 
welders, Lerchs, Messingers, Michlers, Brodheads, Steekels, 
and Levans, whilst the Federalists were represented by 
Samuel Sitgreaves, Robert Traill, Thomas B. Dick, Abra- 
ham Bachman, Absalom Reeder, the Arndts, Gwinners, 
Abels, Hersters, Ihries, and Schnyders. 

The contest between these two parties was fierce, and 
party spirit ran high. The Democrats were accused by their 
opponents of being under the influence of the French inter- 
ests ; the Federalists in their turn were accused by their op- 
ponents of being in the English interests and absolutely 
under the influence of British gold, and the term " Tories" 
was unsparingly applied. The President — John Adams — 
had appointed a number of citizens of the county as collec- 
tors and surveyors under the House and "Window Tax Law 
(an enactment which led to the " Fries Rebellion"), to which 
tax law the Jeffersonian Democrats were opposed. This, 
therefore, afforded the Democrats a great scope for vituper- 
ation and abuse of the President and his adherents, and 
was particularly applied to the officers appointed in the 
county, such as Jacob Eyerly, of Nazareth (who was col- 
lector of the Fifth District, comprising Northampton, 
Luzerne, and "Wayne Counties) ; Stephen Balliet, of White- 
hall; Philip Shrawder, of Smithfield; and others. The 
Messenger (Weygandt's German paper) frequently admitted 
into its columns communications of a libellous character 
against these appraisers and collectors, one of which was of 
a very severe character against Jacob Eyerly, who threat- 
ened to bring a prosecution for libel unless Weygandt re- 
canted and gave the name of the author. The recantation 
followed. The author, however, was not proceeded against, 
being protected by his cloth (Rev. Thomas Pomp). 

The columns of the first issues of the Eagle are not with- 
out interest. Marriages, which usually took place on Sun- 
day evening, were simple in character, — in marked contrast 
with the extravagance and show of the present day. The 
published announcements of marriages usually mentioned 
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the bride as the " amiable and much admired," or the 
" amiable and agreeable" Miss So-and-So, but the virtues 
of the groom — then as now — were unobserved. 

The 4th of July then, more than now, was the occasion 
of patriotic demonstrations everywhere. The event was 
announced by printing the full text of the Declaration of 
Independence several weeks in advance (the revival of which 
is heartily recommended), and on the natal day the soldiery 
and citizens united, and in a becoming manner, by parading 
and firing of salutes, banquets, with patriotic addresses and 
toasts, expressed their appreciation of their liberty and inde- 
pendence. 

During the yellow fever epidemic at the close of the last 
century Easton shared in the visitation, and, in proportion 
to its population, the fatality was greater than in Phila- 
delphia. 

The principal business men of Easton at this time were 
Thomas and William Kelly, who, with their rival, Robert 
Innes, Jr., liberally patronized the advertising columns of 
the Eagle. 

Isaac "E. Oordoza was Easton's fashionable tailor. He 
made, according to the Eagle, — 

A suit of clothes for £18 

Waistcoat 6 6 

Pair of breeches 7 6 

Coat 14 

Coatee . . 11 3 

Cordoza, who succeeded John Dornblaser (who removed 
to Plainfield Township to " conduct the Taylor business"), 
evidently did not prosper on these prices, due, perhaps, to 
the fact that Dornblaser " attended, at Easton, at the house 
of Christopher Mixsell, innkeeper, every Saturday at ten 
o'clock to take in business and bring in finished business," 
and thus retain his custom. The annals of the town show 
that he subsequently became a school-teacher, and at one 
time a dispenser of ague and fever powders. 

Peter G-. Tilton sold drums and Windsor chairs and 
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painted signs for tavern-keepers, stores, etc., on Pomfret 
Street, near the Lehigh ferry. 

Edward Mott was prepared to furnish British, French, 
and German muskets, likewise best canister battle gunpow- 
der from his establishment on Northampton Street, near the 
Delaware ferry. 

Henry Spering was the Sheriff, and David Saylor, Abra- 
ham Kreider, Christian Newcomer, John Schneider, Isaac 
Hartzell, John Mulhallon, Charles Neloy, Abraham Horn, 
Nicholas Kern, George Graff, and Henry Jarret wanted to 
succeed him. As fifty-seven sheriff sales were advertised 
to take place in September of that year, the position was 
doubtless a lucrative one. Most of the candidates had 
served their country in the Revolution, and now claimed 
recognition for their services. 

Henry Jarret, who subsequently (1805) became sheriff, 
was captain of a troop of Light Horse from Lower Naza- 
reth Township in the war of 1812. His patriotic tender 
of service to the Governor of the Commonwealth will be 
found in the published archives of the State. 

Frederick Nicholas improved the stage service by taking 
passengers to Philadelphia twice a week, — every Monday 
and Thursday, — returning Wednesday and Saturday, — one 
day each way. His predecessor, John Nicolaus (probably a 
kinsman), made one trip per week, occupying two days each 
way. Frederick, in his improved service and corresponding 
change in the spelling of his name, raised the price from 
two to two and one-half dollars each direction, with an 
allowance of fourteen pounds of baggage to each person; 
way passengers five cents per mile; one hundred and fifty 
pounds of baggage reckoned the same as one passenger. 

Postmaster Dick advertises in the Eagle the following list 
of letters, which illustrates the extent of territory covered 
by the Easton Post-OfEce at this time, when it was the 
nearest post-office for the people as far north as the Dela- 
ware "Water Gap : 
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LETTERS 

remaining in the post office at Easton, July 1, 1799: 

A— John Aendt, Esq., Easton. 

B — James Brown, Allen township ; Sergeant William Burrell. 

D — Anthony Dutot, Water Gap ; Moses Davis, Easton. 

E — Hugh Ervin, Easton. 

H — Jacob Hibler, near Easton. 

K — John Kinnard, Settlement. 

L — George Levis, Hamilton. 

M — James M'Goldrick, Durham ; John Myers, near Easton. 

P — John Philips, Phillipsburg. 

R — Abram Reynolds, Phillipsburg ; the Rev. Charles Reichel, Nazareth ; 

Michael Rhoat, Haycock. 
S — Matthew Schneider, Williamstown ; Richard Shaw, Jun., Hamilton ; 

Esau Sidman, Easton; Dr. James Smith, son-in-law of Mr. 

Probst ; the Rev. William Sloan, Jersey. 
Y — John Young, Easton. 

Thomas B. Dick, P. M. 

Easton, July 5, 1799. 

On account of the strained relations with France, a 
United States military rendezvous and recruiting post was 
established at Easton. To what extent the patriotic youth 
of the community responded to the following nattering 
inducements the chronicles do not state : 

To All Brave, Healthy, Able-Bodied and Well-Disposed Young Men 

In this neighborhood who have any inclination to join the Troops now 
raising under 

General Washington 

for the defense of the 

LIBERTIES AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES 

against the hostile designs of Foreign Enemies, 

Take Notice 

that attendance will be given in the Borough of Easton and County of 

Northampton by Capt. Peter Faulkner, with his music and recruiting 

party of said company in Major John Adlum's Battalion of the Eleventh 

Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Lieut.-Col. Aaron Ogden, for the 

purpose of receiving the enrollment of such youth of spirit as may be 

willing to enter into this honourable service. 
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The encouragement, at this time, to enlist is truly liberal and gen- 
erous, namely, a bounty of twelve dollars, an annual and fully sufficient 
supply of good and handsome cloathing, a daily allowance of a large 
and ample ration of provisions, together with sixty dollars a year, in gold 
and silver money, on account of pay, the whole of which the soldier may 
lay up for himself and friends, as all articles proper for his subsistance 
and comfort are provided by law, without any expence to him. 

Those who may favour this recruiting party with their attendance as 
above will have an opportunity of having and seeing in a more particu- 
lar manner the great advantages which these brave men will have who 
shall embrace this opportunity of spending a few happy years in viewing 
the different parts of this beautiful continent in the honourable and 
truly respectable character of a soldier, after which he may, if he pleases, 
return home to his friends with his pockets etjll of money and his head 
covered with laurels. 

God save the United States. 
Easton, May 17, 1799. 

The system of house numbering not having been intro- 
duced until early in this century, localities were designated 
with reference to some prominent or well-defined point. 
Thus : " Lost — A lady's watch in a shagreen case, supposed 
to have been dropped at the ford of the Lehigh, about the 
corner of Mr. Waggoner's fence. . . ." 

Conrad Rohn's tobacco manufactory could be found on 
Hamilton (Fourth) Street, " between Mr. Peter Miller's 
store and the Dutch Printing Office." 

Dr. McKeen commenced the practice of medicine " next 
door to Mr. Lockey's copper smith." 

Eseck Howell " removed his store into that new frame 
house, painted white, lately erected on the corner of North- 
ampton street and the Great Square, southwest of the Court 
House, in Easton." 

The Court-House was more frequently the reference point, 
as the business was chiefly carried on in its vicinity. 

The close of the last century practically completed the 
first half century of Easton's history, since May 9, 1750, 
was the day on which the survey of the town was begun. 
Its population had steadily increased from about 10 in 1751 
to 150 in 1760, 350 in 1770, 475 in 1780, 700 in 1790, and 
the census of 1800 showed 1045, distributed as follows : 
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Blacks 

Males. Females, and 



Under 10 years of age 176 145 

From 10 to 16 years 79 83 

" 16 " 26 " 89 101 

" 26 " 45 " 104 94 

Above 45 years 71 62 

People of colour . . 37 

Slaves . 4 

Totals 519 485 41 

Total males, females, blacks and slaves . . . 1045 

Total males and females in former enumeration 

(1790) 346 352 

Total blacks 17 

Total number of males, females, blacks and slaves 

in former enumeration 715 

Increase in ten years 330 

In November, 1799, the Eagle announced its intention to 
publish a German newspaper, to be called 

" THE ENEMY OP TYRANTS," 

whenever three hundred subscribers were secured. 

It was to be printed every Thursday morning on a quarto 
size and contain eight pages, and be delivered by a post- 
rider at $1.25. 

No evidence has been discovered of the paper ever having 
been printed, and it is safe to conclude that German Fed- 
eralists, who would be the ones most interested in it, were 
so few that the project was abandoned. Occasionally, how- 
ever, supplements in German were issued by the Eagle ap- 
pealing to the German-speaking voters. Those issued during 
the campaign of 1805, with the title of 

"BEYLAGE ZU DEM AMERIKANISCHEN ADDER," 

when Thomas McKean again headed the Federalists' ticket 
for Governor, were violent in attacks upon the Jeffersonian 
Democrats, especially upon Jacob Weygandt, Sen., a recog- 
nized leader of that party in the county, and editor of its 
exponent, upon whom was heaped much personal abuse. 
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The American Eagle continued to be published under many- 
adverse circumstances until about the close of the year 1805, 
— first " in Northampton street, next door to the Sign of 
Gen. "Washington," in 1800 "three doors above the Sign 
of the Green Tree," and finally (1803) in " the house next 
door west of Mr. Piersol's — 2 doors below Jacob Opp's 
tavern." The community was largely a German-speaking 
one and Democratic in its political affiliations ; moreover, 
subscribers were slow in their payments, which were optional 
in produce or cash, and some forgot their obligations alto- 
gether, so that the publisher, who frequently canvassed the 
county in person to make collections, returned weary and 
despondent. 

The difficulties which attended the printing of a newspaper 
a century ago are difficult to realize by the present genera- 
tion. The publisher, who was likewise the editor, was usu- 
ally also compositor, pressman, and devil, and between the 
dates of publication he filled the position of collector. 

Among other discouragements was the frequent failure to 
receive a supply of paper, and it sometimes occurred that an 
issue was entirely omitted, or that it was printed on paper 
of any dimensions that happened to be at hand; conse- 
quently it was not unusual for one leaf of the paper to have 
its full complement of four columns, whilst the second leaf 
would be curtailed to two or perhaps one column only. 

Post-riders, on whom depended the delivery of the paper 
to distant subscribers, were difficult to obtain, and this was 
another source of solicitude to the publisher. 

The editor of a hundred years ago was not, however, 
wanting in enterprise. He often stopped his press to add 
political or foreign news received by the arrival of the mail 
or stage, and on more than one occasion issued his paper 
the day before it was due. 

Samuel Longcope's name appears in the Philadelphia 
directories as printer from 1807 to 1831. 



